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EL CENTRO DE LA RAZA

The Creation of a Community ..

During the last fifteen yvears, ore of the mast remerkable demographic
changes in Washinglon State histary has taken place, and confinues fo take
place. .. ;

Yakima county since tha 1920's has been amang tha United States' ten
miost productive argriculiural counties. The labor needs of the valley’s grow-
Ing farms have drawn large numbers of marginalized Chicano and Mexicano
workers from the Southwest and Mexlco and more recantly olher Latlno
Political refugess from Central and South America. Many were actively
recrulted and transported by the mushrooming agricultural Industry
throughaut tha stata. In tha mid sixtias a technological revolution followed
on the heels of farmworker strikes, Marches, rallies, hesrings and other ef-
forts o organize a response 1o the deplorabla wages and working conditions,
wera met with brutal beatings, jgilings and deaporations. The technological
changes replaced hands on ferm after farm while herbicides took over the
weeding and other labor intensive work. Through the 1250's, 60's and ¥{'s,
farm labarers wha had migrated to thizs slate decided to stay, to "setlle out™.

With the number of farm fabor jobs decreazing year by year, increesing
numbar of the new rasidents were compellad to mowe to the urban areas to
find work, notably Yakima, Spokane, and the Puget Sound. In the 1850's, the
Boeing Company offered twice the farm wage rate for unskilled or seml-
skilled work. This and other incentives mada Intersiate 30 fram Yakima Valley
and other areas to Sesttle the most popular migration route in the siate.

Marmy of the people migrating to urban areas were unable to make a
haliway decent living in the city, as had baan the casze in the agriculiural
areas. In 1970, in response to strong community struggles, an English as a
Second Language Program was establizhed at Seattle Central Community
College, gearad fo arent aur people 1o survive in a hostile anvironmant. This
program formed the nuclews around which El Centro de la Razg, "the center
for the people”, was founded In Oclober, 1972,



El Centro de la Raza
Was Forged Out of the

Struggle Against Racism
and Exploitation ...

In 1872 El Centro de la Rara was
founded by the peaceful nccupation
of an abandanad school building on
Beacon Hill. People of all reces
volyntarily renovaled the old school
a1l 2524 15th Avenue South with their
own =weal and devaloped programs
o atiempi 1o meet 1he social, educa:
tional, cultural and political neads of
the community. Tha community
ifself had grown 1o over 40,000 peo-
ple in King County by 1975,

The organization now operztas a
variety of programs to sernve the
Chicano/Lalino/Mexicans communi-
ty, which includes permanent
resideniz from all over Latin
America. It also serves poor and
working peapla of Seattle’'s Baacon
Hill, Rainiar Valley, Georgetown, and
West Seattie neiphborhoods, Pro-
grams are establishad io serve the
community by providing necessary
education, treining, and support and
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davalopment services. To try and
mest the needs we manage and are
graduzlly renovating one square city
biock with a large building which
atherwise would be decaying or sold
1o the highest bidder. Inan altempt
ta exercise the political rights of cur
community El Centro de la Raza par-
ticipates in coalitions with other
organizationz In Seattle, in Voter
Registration and Education cam:-
paigns, coglitions for better ser-
yiges, and activities with our sister
organizations In the minarily com-
murilies and non-minority  com-
munitiss state-wide. The principles
of El Centra de la Raza include the
necessity to arganize ourselvas for
survival and continued davelop-
ment. This work has been the key 1o
our sumvival and development owar
the past decade.

Ei Centro da la Raza's programs
have experenced a stesdy and
dramatic increase in tha use of basic
gurvival servicas from 1980 o the

present, Our Food Bank and
Emergency Feeding program served
an averane of 2,000 people per
quarter in 1282, By 1383, the number
of people needing food climbed 1o
8,600 per month, The need for food
is not declining, nor leveling off, but
increasing within the context of the
aconomic dacline of the nation, The
ChicanolLatino Community, as well
as other minorty snd poor com-
munlties, face worse hardships in
the predictable and perlodic recas.
giagns which are a basic
characteristic of our etoRomic
structure.

El Centro de |a Raza has
documented economic and social
conditions in our cammunity which
are worse than the official govemn-
menl statistics. One of avery ten
people is unemployed by the
povernment figures when it Is ac-
tually three in every ten people who
cannot work 1o supper thelr fami-
lias. Less than one third of our
Yoputh graduate from Seatile Public
High Schools where the disclpline
pracedures and other policies "push
pui” fha future of our community.
Condilions are even worse In the
Yakima, Skagit, Tri-Cities and Mozes
Lake areas.



