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For the MECHA Newopaper, April 15, 1974
A puasi-Role Madel for the Chicano Graduate and Professional
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Recently, the Chlcqna Graduate and Professional Student Organ-
ization once again heramn nasceutnangr:1ts demise two years ago,
Present 1y, attempts are heing P to establish a Chicano
AlJumni Association, The importance of these organizations should
be obvious to all of the Chicano students and alumni of the Univer-
sity, ye?%heir very survival is dependent on the participation and
contributions of all the Chicano graduate and professional students
and the alumni - nae., There are approximately seventy Chicano
graduate students on the campus and at the last meeting of the
Ch,Gu6P,5.0., only ten of these were prpsﬁ?t iy %wgfcuses for not
attending, as usual, were varied, but those exp@oted The same
disease that killed the old Ch,G,&P,S5,0. would seem to now be afflic-
tinag the present organization. The purpose of this article is not
to castigahe or even intimidate but teo -attempt to explain why we
need to qget invoalwved at these levels,

What is the role of the Chicano graduate or professional stu-
dent? Is it a perfunctory rcle of obtaining the M., A,, Ph, D.,

M, D. or LA, B, without giving consideration to the obstacles that
have prohibited the majority of our gente from reaching even the
lowest levels of what is termed higher education? Most of us are
here as tokena of this and other universities' attempts to pacify

our brothers and sisters of the late 60's and early 70's who spent
countless @#f#hours marching, writing up demands, sitting-in, taking-
over, being encarcerated, etc., etc., Unfortunately, many of us

feel that we are here, in our present positions, sotely¥ because of
our individual strivings, merits and achievements,

By wvirtue of being graduate and professional stuvdents, we have
the clout to utilize this university to improve the educational
opportunities, legal hassles, medical care, labor problems, etc.,
de nuestra raza, If we acknowledge that these problems are indeed
extant, then it must be maintained that if properly organized we are
in a propitious position to combat those institutions, specifically



the universities, that perpetuate these problems,
As a graduate student in Education T would like to develop
a rationale for what I see as being a viable means by which to
alleviate some of the burdens young Chicanos must carry. I am
hopeful that others will write articleﬁfnr (I don't know the name
of the MECHA paper - please insert) explaining what they feel are
priorities in helping Chicanaé:%rEducatinn has the universal func-
tion of contributing to the perpetuation of cultures, transmitting
their ideas from generation to generation, and preparing the young
for active roles in the culture, Education must therefore be a
reflection of the culture itself, Education in the United States,
however, reflects the culture of middle-class America, As Chicanos,
we should be cognizant of not only the failures of the university
that we are attending, buf we shculd also be cognizant of the fail-
ures of the lower achoulsfrd'nnt give the slightest reflection of
the Chicano culture, One would expect that education would have
the task of preserving the cultural heritage of everyone through
emphasis on cultural relativism, not to shape the student into
that elusive mold we wall the American €haracter. T would like
to see an educational process that contrives a proper human being
who embodies the core elements of the Chicano heritage. Many ef
the Chicano graduate and professional students have by virtue of
being in the system so long, accepted the mores of the system and
have lost touch with their proper communities. My task as an edu-
cator would therefore be to perpetuate those elements lnherent in
our culture that makes us different from the dominant society,
Education will help keep the minority groups together provid-
f/ﬂkng it is the instrument of the group to induct succeeding genera-
tions into their appropriate roles in the group, Education will
provide Chicanos with sncial asequranza against assimilation into
the mainstream. As such, i) forg_see the CH,G.&P.S5.0. asuéaéunl
for the recruitment and ﬁfalnlng of new Chicano graduate and prof-
fessional students ta rnplace us in the future, By doing this,
Chicanos will perpetuate the education of more Chicanos,
Gn the whole, I feel a responsibility toward finding ways
of eliminating the barriers that prevent Chicanos from receiving

a higher education, T see my role as a graduate student of Higher



=Alcation 25 not solely doing the perfunctory and somotl jmes ridi-
Chlous assignments that will eventually lead me to a Ph, D, and

1 lucrative job, but as 3 fomenter of change, change that wil1l
/Aamclhiorate the conditions which will enable my carnales and car-

" nalas to reach the hichest learning possible, T see my carnales
that are now graduate students in Education as being the vanguards
in inducing this chanze, It becomes our responsibility to induce
change in higher education that will change the public school SyS=-
tem that so effectively prometes the middle-class youth and system-
atically drops minority yvouth. at every stage in the game. We must
be the breaker of the vicious cycle that perpetuates a faulty Sys-
tem of education by plaecing ourselves, once graduated, in strate-
gic positions along the entire Scope of education, We, the @hie--
cane students in education, aleong with other Chicano graduate angd
professional students, are best equipped to search out some of the
answers to these problems, because we have experienced them too,
The point is, we must not allow ourselves to remain idle, to forget
our people just hecause we have fortunately, or unfortunatelv,
reached this leve]: ' Remember caﬁnales and chfnalaa, we are just

tokens, an attempt on the part of various universities to paniffmﬁhg
many of our brothers and Sisters who had the foresight to see that E
Chicanos could he educated provided they were given the opportunitzﬁl

We have been given the opportunity - now what? To this end we neegq
the help and cooperation of each and every one of you, -



